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The Disability Ministry from a Seminarian's Perspective
Date: December 14, 2007
This speech was given by Sharon Burniston, a seminarian at Drew University Theological School on November 13, 2007 during the Annual Meeting of the Association of University Centers on Disabilities. In the speech, Sharon shares her experiences with disability, and how ministering to people with disabilities became an integral part of her seminary education 

Embracing the Disabled: Congregations Learn to Welcome Members with Disabilities
Date: December 13, 2007
In Pennsylvania's West Manchester Township, one family began attending services at a local church- but never together.  As parents of a daughter with a developmental disability, the two switched off Sundays, as one attended church while the other stayed home to look after their daughter.  Their desire for the family to worship as a whole grew into a disability awareness campaign and eventually a Sunday service for people with special needs. 

Buddhist Magazine Publishes on Retreat Discrimination
Date: November 12, 2007
This article addresses the interesting question of whether barring people with certain types of psychiatric disabilities from meditation center constitutes discrimination under the ADA. In particular, are meditation centers exempt under the ADA like other places of worship, or are they considered a place of 'public accommodation'? 

John Heinz Institute slates ‘That All May Worship’ conference
Date: October 22, 2007
On Thursday, October 25, the John Heinz Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine in Wilkes-Barre Township, Pennsylvania will hold its seventh ‘That All May Worship’ conference. This year’s topic is ‘Holding Onto Hope: Living with Chronic Disability,’ and will feature speakers and panelists addressing physical, psychological, and environmental disabilities. 

Making the Tent Accessible 
Date: October 15, 2007
At a recent disabilities awareness summit held by Washington, DC's Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, Rebecca Dubowe, a deaf rabbi, had a message for those who, perhaps unwittingly, have erected barriers preventing people with disabilities from fully participating in Jewish life. "We need your help to break down these barriers," said Dubowe to the summit participants, "We don't bite." NOD's Religion and Disability Program assisted in the planning of the summit, and program director Ginny Thornburgh was the Keynote Speaker. 

Islamic View of Disabilities and Autism 
Date: September 28, 2007
In this posting from the American Muslim, Ustadha Zaynab Ansari, SunniPath Academy Teacher and mother of a child with autism, addresses the concerns of a fellow parent about how the Islamic faith views children with autism and other disabilities. 

Moment To Shine: Religious Upbringing For Autistic Children
Date: September 21, 2007
In this special submission to the Jewish Times, Rabbi Joanne Yocheved Heiligman, a parent of a child with autism, shares advice- useful to fellow parents and to congregations of all denominations- on how to better integrate children with autism and other disabilities into our faith communities. 

National Council of the Churches of Christ Endorses the Community Choice Act
Date: September 21, 2007
At their recent annual meeting in Skokie, Illinois, the National Council of the Churches of Christ Committee on Disabilities, of which NOD's Religion and Disability Program is a member, endorsed the Community Choice Act of 2007 (S. 799/H.R. 1621). The Act will allow more persons with disabilities to make the choice to move from institutional care to lives of independence in their communities. 

People with Disabilities Need to Acquire a 'Can Do' Spirit
Date: September 13, 2007
Reverend Angela Lundy, a minister and disability activist who became deaf as the result of meningitis and two accompanying strokes, writes in this article about the inspiration that led her to get up out of her bed, to go on with her life, and to strive to make a difference in this world. 

Churches Need to Welcome People with Disabilities
Date: September 6, 2007
In this article, writer Valerie Brew-Parish encourages churches to follow the example of Reverend John Maronic, who is being considered for sainthood in the Catholic Church. Realizing that people with disabilities were often marginalized from church life, Maronic founded the Victorious Missionaries to allow people with disabilities to worship and be included in the Mass. 

Church to Focus on Mental Illness
Date: September 6, 2007
After a lifelong struggle with mental illness, 53-year-old Diane Coutu is helping to plan a weeklong conference at First Parish Church Unitarian Universalist in Lexington, MA this fall to try to dispel the stigma of mental illness - and particularly depression - and encourage community support for the people it touches. 

People with Disabilities Welcome All in Prayer
Date: August 23, 2007
In late July, a prayer service celebrating people with disabilities was held at St. Ann's Church in Marietta, Georgia. The service was organized by Faith and Light, a ministry that promotes inclusion in congregational life for church members with disabilities. 

NOD Participates in NCIL Annual Conference for Second Year
Date: July 12, 2007
For the second year in a row, NOD staffed a booth at the 2007 National Council on Independent Living's Annual Conference - NCIL's 25th Anniversary. This gave staff from NOD an opportunity to meet with leaders from Centers for Independent Living and Statewide Independent Living Councils from all over the nation. Over 800 people attended this extraordinary four day gathering.  Two NOD Programs were featured at the booth: The Religion and Disability Program and the Emergency Preparedness Initiative. NOD offers resources and assistance to advocates as they work with congregations in their communities and prepare for manmade and natural disasters. 

The James Goodpasture Award
Date: July 1, 2007
The Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, Virginia sponsors several awards. The Goodpasture Award recognizes excellence in ministry with people with developmental disabilities and their families. The deadline for applications is November 1, 2007. 

Teaching the Bible to Children with Autism
Date: June 30, 2007
Faith has always been a large part of Amy Whittaker's life. For years, Whittaker has shared her Catholic faith with her 10 children. But she has had to work harder to give her daughter Mary, who was diagnosed with autism at age 2, a meaningful religious education. Her efforts have paid off. Now, at age 12, Mary has begun to interact with other children at church. Following Amy's example, several churches in the Fredericksburg, Virginia area are offering religious special education programs - not only so autistic individuals learn about their religion, but also to create a place for them in a congregation. 

Mother Practices 'Spiritual Parenting'
Date: June 30, 2007
As Tyler Grenzeback struggled with dyslexia, he slid toward depression. This is a story about his mother using spirituality to help Tyler find a safe way to ponder sad feelings without acting on them. 

Church Asks Mom, Child with Disability to Leave
Date: June 20, 2007
In Amherst, New Hampshire, Jessica Harvey encountered some shocking resistance when bringing her 4-year-old daughter, who has a neurological disorder, to a Sunday service at a local church. Harvey and her daughter were asked to leave the church in midservice because the daughter, who can not speak, squealed and screamed in excitement over the music that was being sung and played during the service. Thankfully, Harvey was able to find another congregation that was much more tolerant of her daughter's disability and her ensuing 'outbursts'. 

Breaking Barriers for People with Disabilities: Temple Shalom Joins NOD's Accessible Congregations Campaign
Date: June 4, 2007
Temple Shalom in Aberdeen, NJ has taken another step in demonstrating its commitment to people with disabilities by becoming the first Jewish congregation in Monmouth County to join NOD's Accessible Congregations Campaign (ACC). As part of its pledge to the ACC, the congregation is exploring ways to make the synagogue fully accessible for people with all types of disabilities. This involves removing barriers of architecture, communications and attitude. 

American Muslims Struggle with Mental Health Issues
Date: June 1, 2007
At the age of ten, Mejgan lost her father in the war in Afghanistan. Her father's cousin, who had been imprisoned, relayed to her the suffering prsioners had endured. In her attempt to cope with all of this, Mejgan now suffers from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. "During the past decade, there has been a rapid rise of emotional and behavioral problems in the American Muslim community - high rate of divorce, dysfunctional families, mental health problems, domestic violence, drug addiction and intergenerational conflicts," says Dr. Abdul Basit, a former professor of psychiatry and editor-in-chief of the Journal of Muslim Mental Health. 

Bat Mitzvah a Journey of Persistence, Courage 
Date: June 1, 2007 
For Sue Saltsberg, a woman with developmental disabilities from Arlington Heights, Illinois, full acceptance as an adult in the Jewish faith has come none too soon. At age 47, Saltsberg is preparing for the bat mitzvah ceremony that eluded her when she was 13 years old. 

Gospel Lures Blind Singer to Spotlight
Date: May 27, 2007
Thirty years ago, Margaret Dickinson was a graduate student about to start work at Forest Haven, a Washington, DC institution for the so-called 'mentally retarded'. As she marvelled at the terrible conditions the residents lived in, and wondered to herself how she would be able to work in such a place, she heard the voice of Brian Slaughter, a resident who declared himself a gospel singer. Slaughter, now 56 years old, was able to emerge from the bonds of institutionalization to become a singer and an assistant music instructor, but his story is an exception, rather than the rule. 

From Where I Sit: Flesh and Blood
Date: May 16, 2007
Chaplain Van Dickens is a United Methodist minister serving as a chaplain in the United States Navy. Currently with the First Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, Van Dickens works closely with Marines returning from Iraq who have sustained disabilities as a result of combat injuries. The chaplain shared his thoughts on disabled veterans at a Disability Awareness Service at Fallbrook (Calif.) United Methodist Church on October 22, 2006. 

Including Your Child in Religious Worship
Date: May 15, 2007
In this article, Rabbi Joanne Yocheved Heiligman of Congregation Shalom Aleichem in Columbia, MD- who is also a mother of a child with autism- shares her insights on how to better integrate children with autism into our faith communities. For children with autism, the main barriers to participation are both behavioral and attitudinal: the children must learn to adopt a new set of behaviors to be used in the context of a religious service, and fellow members of the congregation need to learn how to interact with the children and make them feel welcome. 

May is Mental Health Month
Date: April 9, 2007
In preparation for Mental Health Month this May, Mental Health Ministries is offering two free, downloadable flyers. The first contains general information on mental illness, and is available in both English and Spanish; the second is for children and adolescents. According to the Surgeon General, one in every five Americans experiences a mental disorder in any given year and half of all Americans have such disorders at some time in their lives.

Retirement Research Foundation Provides Grants for Accessibility Improvements in Chicago Area Houses of Worship
Date: April 1, 2007
Through the Accessible Faith Grant Program, the Retirement Research Foundation makes funds available to Chicago area houses of worship for accessibility improvements to their facilities to allow increased participation of elderly persons and people with disabilities in the programs, services, and activities of the facilities. 

Coming In From the Margins
Date: March 23, 2007
Disability was the main topic of discussion at a recent conference in New York sponsored by the United Jewish Appeal.  The conference provided a new focus for the UJA-Federation and the Jewish community by inviting agency heads, rabbis and lay leaders to learn about legal, communal and personal issues surrounding the inclusion of people with disabilities in congregational life.

The Meaning of Rest
Date: March 23, 2007
Rabbi Lynne Landsberg, a survivor of traumatic brain injury and member of the NOD Interfaith Directory of Religious Leaders, was one of seven rabbis asked to comment on a verse from the Torah during a Monday service at the Central Conference of American Rabbis convention in Atlanta. Rabbi Landsberg spoke about the meaning of the Shabbat rest, as expressed in Exodus 35:2.

Churches Try to Meet the Needs of People with Disabilities, Online and Offline
Date: February 27, 2007
In the ongoing effort to include people with disabilities in a full life of faith, congregations have taken many different approaches to access, from architectural upgrades to online worship. While religious organizations are, for the most part, exempt from the Americans with Disabilities Act, the issue of accessibility cuts to the heart of most religious doctrine.

Barriers to Worship
Date: February 3, 2007
In congregations such as Ohev Sholom, the National Synagogue in Washington, DC, efforts are being made to be more accessible to people with disabilities.  Case in point: Ohev Sholom is installing two elevators and a stair lift to allow wheelchair users easier access to the synagogue.  Despite progress such as this, disability activists contend that much more needs to done, in particular, given the fact the places of worship are exempt from many of the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Lessons Learned
Date: January 26, 2007
A Chicago native, Leah Barnum joined the N.O.D. Religion & Disability team for a few months after completing her Master's degree.  In this article, Leah shares lessons she learned during her time at N.O.D.- lessons about religion, disability, leadership and advocacy.

Physical Disability and Faith
Date: January 24, 2007
On the evening of January 24, 2007, the First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, DC held the first in a series of dialogues on the intersection of "Faith, Giftedness, and Disability", featuring renowned speakers from the faith and disability communities. Opening comments at this dialogue were given by Thomas H. Graves, President of the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. 

Click here to view the flyer for the First Baptist Church Dialogues on "Faith, Giftedness, and Disability" 

Diocese Educates on Needs of Disabled
Date: January 12, 2007
The Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh has been a pioneer in encouraging the full participation and welcoming of people with disabilities in its congregations.  Ten years ago, the Diocese developed the Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy curriculum for children and adults with mental retardation, and the Diocese continues to strive to educate its parishes on topics such as providing interpreters for church services, making the sacrament of Communion available to those who can not physically swallow the host, and selecting proper liturgical music to accomodate people with neurological disabilities. 

Grace Episcopal Church Announces Audio System for People with Hearing Loss
Date: December 6, 2006
Grace Episcopal Church in Traverse City, Michigan has recently installed a fixed audio loop hearing system throughout its sanctuary. For hearing aid users who have a t-coil switch, the loop provides a listening boost above that of a standard microphone and speaker system. People who have used the new loop system report their hearing and participation are greatly improved.

What Really Matters?
Date: November 27, 2006
Over the past few months, the Religion & Disability Program had the pleasure of working with our new friend, Tim Creber. In this article, Tim shares his thoughts on disability, religion, and his time at N.O.D.

Survey Tracks Accessibility of Texas Religious Congregations
Date: October 25, 2006
In July 2006, the Texas Governor's Committee on People with Disabilities (GCPD) conducted a survey of Welcoming Elements for Worshippers with Disabilities in Texas Religious Organizations. The purpose of this survey was to assess the manner in which people with disabilities were welcomed at worship services or events by religious organizations in Texas.

Maintaining Connections: Church Programs Reach out to Disabled
Date: October 22, 2006
According to the 2004 N.O.D./Harris Survey of Americans with Disabilities, 84 percent of both people with and without disabilities described religion as either "very important" or "important" to them. However, only 49 percent of people with disabilities are able to attend church at least once a month, compared with 57 percent of people without disabilities. In Illinois, a number of congregations are addressing this disparity with programs focusing on access for their members with disabilities. 

Opening the Church to All
Date: September 30, 2006
In late September, 325 participants from six states gathered in Lancaster County, Pa. for the 'Through the Roof' conference, organized by the Joni and Friends Christian Council on Disability. At the conference, speakers from the disability community shared their experiences and expertise through a series of workshops designed to 'offer guidance to participants on how to understand and communicate with those who have disabilities, as well as practical exercises on how to incorporate them into congregations.' 

Sign Language of the Heart
Date: September 25, 2006
At the Burlington Center Mall in Burlington, New Jersey, a deaf fellowship group started two years ago with no deaf members. Sign language student Teresa Killingsworth and a few of her classmates met in the food court to practice their signing. Today, a mix of deaf and hearing members gathers once a month to talk about faith, family, and their daily lives. 

ADAPT Meets with National Catholic Partnership on Disability and Gets MiCASSA Support
Date: September 14, 2006
On September 12, 2006, members of the disability rights group ADAPT met in Washington, DC with Janice Benton, Executive Director of the National Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD) and Board Chair Jerry Freewalt to secure support for MiCASSA, a bill which, if passed, would provide a community-based alternative to institutional care for people with disabilities. At the meeting, NCPD agreed to write a letter of support, which was sent to the bill's Senate and House co-sponsors on September 14. 

Disabled Muslims Lobby for Better Access to Mosques
Date: August 30, 2006
Although Islam preaches an ideology of inclusiveness, the majority of America's 1,200 mosques remain inaccessible to people with disabilities. Part of this is due to architectural barriers, but there also appears to be a lack of awareness and outreach to the disabled community. Advocates such as Betty Hasan-Amin are working to facilitate this outreach, and to make sure that people with disabilities are welcome in Muslim places of worship. 

Priest Conducts Mass for Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
Date: August 13, 2006
On August 13, the Diocese of San Bernardino, California celebrated its first Mass conducted in sign language by a deaf priest. For Catholics who are deaf, the difference between attending a Mass signed by an interpreter and one conducted by a priest using sign language is significant, said Dan Metroka, a longtime interpreter at St. Catherine of Alexandria and teacher at the California School for the Deaf. "It brings the deaf community into the Mass more fully," he said. "With an interpreter, you're not as connected with what's happening on the altar." 

That All May Worship Conference to be Held in Bennington, VT on September 13
Date: August 10, 2006
Wednesday, September 13, 2006, is the day set at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church for "That All May Worship: From Barriers to Bridges." An Interfaith Conference on Religion and Disability, the day-long program will bring together people with many disabilities and people from many faith backgrounds. The Conference, sponsored by St. Peter’s Church, the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont Accessibility Committee, the National Organization on Disability, and the Bennington Interfaith Council, will run from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. This is a Fragrance Free Conference, and participants are requested to refrain from using perfumes, scented shampoos, or other fragranced personal care products. All people, with or without a disability, are welcome at this conference. 

The Religion and Disability Program of the National Organization on Disability has sponsored "That All May Worship" Conferences throughout the United States since 1993. Bennington and St. Peter’s joins the more than 240 Conferences held to date. These conferences bring together people with disabilities and religious leadership to plan improved access – both physical and spiritual – in houses of worship in their communities. 

Activists with Disabilities Seek Bishops' Support for Community Living Law
Date: July 28, 2006
On July 27, more than 30 wheelchair users occupied the lobby of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops for an hour, in an effort to secure USCCB support for the Medicaid Community-based Attendant Services and Support Act, a federal law that would enable many people with disabilities to live in their communities instead of in nursing homes. The demonstrators were members of ADAPT, a national organization that advocates for disability rights. 

A Powerful Union
Date: July 18, 2006
This article by N.O.D. Religion and Disability Program Director Ginny Thornburgh first appeared in the January 10, 1997 issue of Access Press, but its message still rings true today. With Americans with disabilities and older Americans forming an ever larger percentage of the nation's population, both groups need to be aware of their common needs and concerns, and work together toward a more accessible and inclusive society for all. 

Ginny Thornburgh: Changing Attitudes About Disabilities
Date: July 13, 2006
"Advocacy is the fine art of nudging people forward on a path they may not have considered." Ginny Thornburgh has been practicing this art for most of her adult life. In this article reprinted from the July/August 2006 issue of Hearing Loss Magazine, interviewer Anne Pope talked with the long-time Hearing Loss Association of America member about her work at the National Organization on Disability. 

N.O.D.'s Ginny Thornburgh Leads Dialogue Session at NCIL Annual Conference
Date: May 30, 2006
Spiritual and Religious Access for People with Disabilities: how come no one talks about it? Well, on Wednesday, May 24th, during the 2006 NCIL Annual Conference, many people did. Leading a dialogue session, Ginny Thornburgh, Director of N.O.D.'s Religion and Disability Program, encouraged leaders of the disability community to discuss ways in which CILs and local congregations can work together to welcome people with all types of disability. 

Ginny Thornburgh Marks Changes for People with Disabilities at St. James
Date: May 14, 2006
On May 14, N.O.D. Religion and Disability Program Director Ginny Thornburgh visited St. James Episcopal Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania to discuss issues of access and welcoming for people with disabilities. Thornburgh preached at the 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. services, and headed a community forum later in the day. Thornburgh appeared at the request of friend Ginjr Humphreys, who pioneered the movement for accessibility at St. James when her husband, who died of brain cancer in 1998, wanted to continue attending services while using his wheelchair. 

St. Joan's Ministry for Mental Illness
Date: May 10, 2006
As a parishioner at St. Joan of Arc Church in South Minneapolis, Minnesota, Ronnie Angelus knows the power of the collaborative ministry to promote change. In November 2004, after witnessing a friend's suffering caused by mental illness, Angelus started the SJA Mental Illness Ministry, to raise awareness of mental illness in her congregation, and to support those congregation members who were suffering from mental illness. 

Worship on Wheels: N.O.D.'s Program for Spiritual Access
Date: May 3, 2006
In this article from the March/April 2006 issue of SCILife, Rev. John Gugel profiles N.O.D.'s Religion and Disability Program, and our efforts to remove physical and attitudinal barriers for people with disabilities in congregations across America. 

When Disability Strikes... Like Lightning
Date: April 13, 2006
In 1997, Rabbi Meir Rosenberg, spiritual leader of Congregation Ohav Zedek in Wilkes-Barre, PA, joined the interfaith Pastoral Care Advisory Board of the John Heinz Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine. Rabbi Meir mentioned a community-building opportunity that the Institute might undertake. While serving a congregation in Alabama, he participated in a "That All May Worship" workshop, hosted at a rehabilitation center. He explained that such a conference is co- sponsored by the National Organization on Disability (N.O.D.), and he offered to help the John Heinz Institute with contacts. 

By early 2000, a committee was formed, consisting of four members of the board – the rabbi, a Roman Catholic priest, a Protestant minister and a Russian Orthodox priest -- plus several employees of the John Heinz Institute and its parent company, Allied Services. They enlisted the guidance of Ginny Thornburgh, Director of the Religion and Disability Program of N.O.D., who offered ideas for speakers and format. During the next year, this committee worked feverishly to hold its first conference that took place on October 25, 2001 during Pastoral Care Week. 

Now, five years later, the John Heinz Institute will hold its sixth annual "That All May Worship" conference on October 19, 2006. 

Rabbi Brings Joy to People with Disabilities
Date: March 16, 2006
Rabbi Dov Gartenberg has a mission that is both personal and professional: having served 16 years as rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom in Seattle- he left the post in June 2004- he believes deeply in the power that religion has to bring people together as a community. But he also feels that all too often, religious communities fall short of true inclusion. It was this spirit that led Gartenberg, who has a son with autism, to create Shaarei Tikvah (Gates of Hope), a community-wide, non-denominational celebration of Rosh Hashanah for people of all abilities. Rabbi Gartenberg shares his thoughts about religion and disability in this interview from the December 2004 issue of Parent Map Magazine. 

Church Denies Communion to Boy with Autism
Date: March 4, 2006
A Catholic Church official in Lake Havasu City, Arizona informed the parents of 10-year-old Matthew Moran, who has autism, that because he can not consume the host, he is not receiving Communion properly. Because of his autism, Matthew can not swallow foods with certain textures. During Communion, Matthew, who celebrated his First Communion in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in May 2004, takes the Communion wafer and places it in his mouth; his father then removes it and consumes the host himself. 

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted sent a letter to the Moran family on February 12, stating that Matthew cannot accept Communion in the Catholic Church until he can "actually receive the Eucharist, actually take and eat". 

Signs of Faith
Date: January 17, 2006
Timothy Hughes, a Mormon missionary from South Africa, has put his unique skills to use in a Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Hollywood, Florida. Hughes, who speaks eight languages- three spoken, and five signed- has been crucial in bridging the communication gap among the church's members, who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, and who come from a variety of background, including Caribbean, Colombian, Cuban and Filipino. 

Retirement Research Foundation Announces Funding for Accessibility Improvements in Chicago Area Houses of Worship
Date: January 1, 2006
The Retirement Research Foundation is continuing its Accessible Grant Program in 2006. This program allows houses of worship in the Chicago area to improve accessibility for people with disabilities through grants of at most $30,000 

Volunteers Bring Jewish Services to State Schools
Date: December 19, 2005
Thanks to the efforts of volunteers, residents of the Richmond State School, a Texas-based state-operated facility for people with mental disabilities, are able to take part in traditional Jewish services. These efforts have proven to be positive, not only for Jewish residents, but for everyone. 

Child With Severe Mental Retardation Changes United Methodist Church Law
Date: December 8, 2005
Steve and Mary Ellis Richardson's son Powell suffered a stroke at birth that left him unable to speak or walk.  With the help of his family and his faith community, Powell not only was able to gain full membership in his church, but he also was the catalyst for a change in United Methodist Church law calling for the full acceptance of its members with disabilities.

Ginny and Dick Thornburgh Honored by the Jewish Foundation for Group Homes
Date: November 3, 2005
On October 27, 2005 at the Music Center at Strathmore in North Bethesda, Maryland, The Jewish Foundation for Group Homes presented the 2005 S. Robert Cohen Award to N.O.D. Vice President and Religion and Disability Program Director, Ginny Thornburgh, and her husband, former U.S. Attorney General Dick Thornburgh. Established by the Board of Directors of The Jewish Foundation for Group Homes in 1986, the S. Robert Cohen Award is presented annually to the person or entity who "best exemplifies the spirit of the Jewish Foundation for Group Homes and its commitment to independent living." 

Interfaith Disability Pre-Summit Draws Over 100 to Washington, DC
Date: October 25, 2005
On Tuesday, September 20, more than 100 representatives from Protestant, Catholic, Jewish as well as public and private provider and advocacy organizations involved and interested in religious service and supports with people with developmental disabilities and their families met for a first-ever interfaith summit at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. The gathering was a “Pre-Summit” because it occurred just before a first-ever national summit between eleven national disability networks organized as the Alliance for Full Participation.

Preparing Religious Leaders in Seminaries to Promote Welcoming Environments and Congregations
Date: September 20, 2005
On April 11, 2005 at the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Joyce A. Bender delivered an inspiring speech on her life and mission to promote inclusion and acceptance for people with disabilities, in employment and in all aspects of life.

The Heart of the Matter
Date: August 3, 2005
In late October 2004, the Princeton Theological Seminary held a groundbreaking conference on theological education for people with disabilities. At the conference, students, faculty, staff and alumni/ae with disabilities from ten seminaries came together to discuss issues that affect people with disabilities who want to become ministers, as they try to navigate their way through seminary, ordination, and finding a job.

N.O.D.'s Ginny Thornburgh Praises Chief Justice William Rehnquist for His Determination to Continue Working
Date: July 15, 2005
In this Letter to the Editor of the Washington Post, N.O.D.'s Ginny Thornburgh responds with praise to U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist's decision to continue working, depsite declining physical health.

A Life Reclaimed
Date: July 14, 2005
Six years ago, a car accident on an icy road in the District of Columbia left Rabbi Lynne Landsberg in a six-week coma, leading to a permanent brain injury. Rabbi Landsberg's disability has fueled a new passion: in her part-time post as senior adviser on disability issues at the Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism, Rabbi Landsberg is working to raise awareness and encourage Jewish congregations to be more welcoming and accessible to people with disabilities.

New Ministries Reach Out to Youths with Disabilities
Date: July 8, 2005
Diagnosed with cerebral palsy as an infant, Will Gathro spent most of his teenage years at home with his parents. That changed when he joined Young Life Capernaum Partnership, a nationwide Christian ministry for teenagers with disabilities. The Capernaum Partnership gives disabled teens and other young adults an outlet for socializing, as well as a place to hear a weekly gospel message.

Frank Bice--A Motivated and Motivational Life
Date: July 8, 2005
When Frank Bice was in kindergarten, his teacher asked what he wanted to be when he grew up. Even at that early age, he answered "a priest." However, as Bice matured, he realized he also wanted to be married and have a family. On May 21, 2005, he was able to make both these dreams come true as he was ordained a deacon. A paraplegic as a result of a college football injury, Bice was the first seminarian with a disability at Immaculate Conception Seminary in Huntington, New York.

A More Perfect Society
Date: June 27, 2005
When Angela Beise and her husband moved to Paris three years ago with their four children to work as missionaries, they were surprised to find that France does not have many schools for children with disabilities. Their son Michael has a rare genetic disorder called 18Q-minus, and a teacher comes to their house twice a week to tutor him. When asked about the lack of schools for children with disabilities, the teacher commented that now that disabilities can be detected early in pregnancy, many French couples are choosing not to have the disabled babies.  In this article, Angela ponders what society would be like without people with disabilities, and looks to her own family to reveal the lessons in love and compassion that her son with a disability has afforded them.

From Where I Sit: On Being High and Lifted Up
Date: June 15, 2005
After many years as a member of her congregation, wheelchair user Jo D'Archangelis was resigned to the unlikelihood of ever getting the opportunity to sing in the choir, read from the lectern, speak from the pulpit, or approach the altar- that is, until a new mobile wheelchair lift was installed, thanks to the tenacity and efforts of fellow church member John Henker.

Rites For All
Date: May 29, 2005
Spencer Abere, a 13 year-old from Monroe Township, New Jersey, recently celebrated his bar mitzvah. Spencer can't speak because of severe autism, but it didn't keep him from becoming a full member of the Jewish community.

If Not Throwing Wide, Inching Open Doors to Theological Education
Date: May 3, 2005
In this article from In Trust magazine, writer Kenneth Briggs points out that seminary communities are not giving enough attention to the educational and spiritual needs of persons with disabilities and in educating students to minister to persons with special needs. N.O.D.'s Ginny Thornburgh also comments on her role in the fledgling movement to promote the inclusion of people with disabilities in seminary education.

N.O.D. 's Ginny Thornburgh Receives Hubert H. Humphrey Civil Rights Award
Date: April 15, 2005
Ginny Thornburgh, Vice President and Director of the National Organization on Disability’s Religion and Disability Program, has been announced as a recipient of the prestigious Hubert H. Humphrey Civil Rights Award. The Award was presented on May 4, 2005 during the LCCR annual dinner at the Hilton Washington and Towers Hotel, where Mrs. Thornburgh will join fellow recipients Julian Bond, Chairman of the NAACP, and former Senator Tom Daschle in receiving the honor.

Breaking Down Barriers: Creating a Welcoming Atmosphere for Worshippers with Disabilities
Date: April 5, 2005
On April 11, the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary will present a daylong seminar entitled "Call to Welcome": A Conference on People with Disabilities in Seminaries and Congregations". The conference, which is sponsored in part by N.O.D., will address broad issues of congregational access and welcoming as well as specific accommmodations, and will also focus on the barriers affecting seminary enrollment.

Public Suffering Offered Lesson in Dignity (Registration required)
Date: April 4, 2005
By living openly with Parkinson's disease until the last day of his life, the Pope offered a valuable lesson on the dignity of all life, whether young or old, with or without disabilities.

With Groups' Help, the Disabled Carve Out a Place at the Altar
Date: April 3, 2005
Welcoming worshippers with disabilities into the religious life of a community goes well beyond physical accommodations, such as elevators and wheelchair ramps. The greater challenge is to ensure that people with disabilities are allowed and encouraged to fully participate in the life of the congregation, once they have crossed the (physical) threshhold.

Woman's Death Spurs New Bikur Cholim Effort
Date: Feburary 17, 2005
For 87 years, Dorothy Schwadron lived in a state mental hospital without a single relative coming to visit her. Rabbi Moishe Mayir Vogel, who officiated at her funeral, does not want something like this to happen again. Vogel is starting Dorothy's Program, to keep track of Jewish patients in state hospitals and nursing homes across western Pennsylvania, to make sure that they are visited, that their needs are met, and that they remain, in some way, integrated into their community.

Their Leap of Faith
Date: January 31, 2005
In St. Mary's Parish in Winchester, Massachusetts, a Catholic religious education course introduces children with autism and other developmental disabilities to their faith. The course, part of a program that is believed to be the only Catholic education curriculum targeted to youngsters with autism, relies on symbols and pictures to explain abstract religious concepts, and uses personal photographs to help the children identify with what they are learning. 

Artists with Disabilities Find Creative Outlets to Communicate
Date: January 25, 2005
At the recent Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association social justice conference in Tucson, Arizona, artists with disabilities from VSA Arts of New Mexico displayed their works to a very interested audience. As disability consultant Gerry Hendershot points out, artwork created by people with disabilities often reflects the core values of disability culture, and churches are ideal venues for displaying this work. 

The Spirituality of Fund Raising
Date: December 1, 2004
From the Henri Nouwen Society comes an exceptionally useful new guide: "The Spirituality of Fund-Raising" by Henri J.M. Nouwen. It is a beautiful 40-page color booklet, available from the Society by ordering from their website. In Henri Nouwen's words: “As a form of ministry, fund-raising is as spiritual as giving a sermon, entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick, or feeding the hungry.” 

A Son's Story: The Power of Faith
Date: October 15, 2004
Shot in the head as an innocent bystander during a robbery, Mike Segal defied all odds by returning to college, earning two degrees with honors, marrying his high school sweetheart, having a daughter, and beginning a rewarding career in social work. Mike and his father, Rabbi Jack Segal, reflect upon the shooting, its impact on their lives, and the lessons they learned about determination, perseverance, and the importance of listening. 

Disability: A Lament
Date: October 5, 2004
This prayer on disability was written by the Rev. Dr. Helen Betenbaugh, an Episcopal priest in the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, Marianna, Florida. She is one of the first wheelchair users to be named Rector of an Episcopal parish, holds theology degrees from the Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, Texas, and is the mother of two adult daughters. 

Welcoming People with Disabilities to Worship
Date: September 22, 2004
Are people with disabilities welcome at your place of worship? At the recent National Respite and New Jersey Caregiving, Wellness & Family Support Conferences in Atlantic City, N.O.D.'s Ginny Thornburgh encouraged the attendees to find creative ways of including people with disabilities in religious life, and to break down the architectural, communication and attitudinal barriers that limit their participation in their congregations.

Disability Advocate Delivers Benediction
Date: August 30, 2004
At Madison Square Garden in New York City, disability advocate Joni Eareckson Tada gave the benediction to close the morning session of the Republican National Convention. Paralyzed in a diving accident in 1967, Tada started her own Christian organization, Joni and Friends, to spread the word and to make churches worldwide more welcoming for people with disabilities.

A Stranger No More
Date: August 25, 2004
Dianne McNamara, the mother of 19 year-old Heather, a young woman with a disability, shares her experience of welcoming in their church community, and urges other churches and congregations to "befriend the stranger" to provide acceptance, support and friendship to people with disabilities and their families.

A Workshop in Cherry Hill Tackles Disabilities and Issues of Faith
Date: July 14, 2004
On April 25, 2004, around 100 people from all over New Jersey attended a That All May Worship conference in Cherry Hill. The conference, presented by Bancroft NeuroHealth and the New Jersey Coalition for Inclusive Ministries, covered issues surrounding the inclusion of people with disabilities in congregational life, with the message that "spirituality is for everyone".

Thornburgh Calls Interfaith Inclusion Consortium “A Model For Others To Follow”
Date: July 12, 2004
You’ll have to run to catch up with her, but when you find Ginny Thornburgh she will be delivering her message loud and clear: all faith communities can create more opportunities for people with disabilities to have a fulfilling spiritual life. At the National Organization on Disability (N.O.D.), Thornburgh is Director of the Religion and Disability Program. In a visit to the Twin Cities in May, she found something “unusual and amazingly wonderful” – an interfaith group working year-round to promote inclusion among faith communities.

Encouraging Church Accessibility for the Disabled
Date: June 8, 2004
In this article from SIGNews, a monthly publication for the signing community, writer Michael Thal introduces readers to N.O.D.'s Religion and Disability Program, highlighting the important work that the program has done to encourage congregations of all faiths to be more welcoming to people with disabilities.

Douglas Has a Faith Journey Too
Date: May 25, 2004
N.O.D.'s Religion and Disability Program salutes the Plymouth Congregational Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, for creating a Committee on Inclusion Ministry to ensure that people with disabilities may worship, learn and participate as full members of the church community. 

A Community Basks In His Light
Date: May 24, 2004
For the members of his faith community, Lior Liebling is a role model and teacher, who reminds them of the importance of being happy, letting go, and connecting with others. Lior, a 13 year old young man with Down Syndrome and the son of rabbis, recently celebrated his bar mitzvah under the watchful eye of filmmaker Ilana Trachtman. 

New Doors to Faith Slowly Opening
Date: May 23, 2004
Fourteen years after the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act, there remains a considerable gap in religious participation between people with and without disabilities. However, as this article from the Boston Globe illustrates, congregations of a variety of faiths are making efforts to include people with disabilities as equal members of their religious communities.

Lutheran Network on Mental Illness Renews Dedication
Date: May 13, 2004
In meetings on April 29-May 2, the Lutheran Network on Mental Illness and Brain Disorders renewed its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, as well as its commitment to its members with serious mental illness. Each October, LNMI provides a candlelighting liturgy for Lutheran congregations across the United States, to help draw attention to Mental Illness Awareness Month. LNMI has also developed training for clergy and parish nurses, and does outreach to communities to encourage them to include people with mental illness in their worship services. 

Chicago-Based Seminary Holds Summer Course on Spirituality and Disability
Date: May 3, 2004
North Park Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois, is offering a 5-day intensive course on June 1-5, 2004 entitled: "Spiritual Issues in Chronic Illness and Disability". In this course, students will learn to integrate issues of spirituality faced by caregivers, families, congregations and others who have chronic illness or disability. It is gratifying to witness that action is being taken by a seminary to emphasize the importance of congregational accessibility and welcome for effective ministry. For more information, contact Mary Chase-Ziolek, Director of Health Ministry Programs, at 773-244-6201, or mchase-ziolek@northpark.edu.

Churches Put Faith Into Action With Ramp-Building Ministry
Date: March 31, 2004
Members of the North Highlands United Methodist Church in Shreveport, Louisiana have found a unique way to serve their community- they are building ramps at the homes of wheelchair users, so that they can more easily get out and enjoy community life. Twenty five ramps were built over the past three years, exclusively through volunteer effort.

Church Choir Pairs Music with Sign Language
Date: March 23, 2004
Ten years ago, pastor Susan Plymell decided that it would be a good idea for the choir to sing in sign language at her church, where a deaf boy attended services. Today, the SonRise United Methodist Church Choir not only reaches out to deaf members of their congregation, but also performs throughout the Pueblo, Colorado area, raising awareness in the community and inspiring others with their blend of contemporary Christian and gospel music.

Pope Declares Feeding Tube Removal Immoral
Date: March 20, 2004
In comments to a Vatican conference on the ethical dilemmas of dealing with incapacitated patients, the Pope stated that the removal of feeding tubes from people in vegetative states is immoral, and that no judgement on their quality of life could justify such "euthanasia by omission". The Pope added that no matter how sick a person is, "he is and will always be a man, never becoming a 'vegetable' or 'animal.'"

Jacob Who Loves the Sabbath
Date: March 17, 2004
In this excerpt from Dancing on the Edge of the World: Jewish Stories of Love, Faith, and Inspiration, Rabbi Bradley Shavit Artson tells us how he learned the true meaning of the Sabbath from his son Jacob, a child with autism. 

Read also My Son Is Not His Illness, from the December 1999 issue of Sh'ma magazine, for more on Rabbi Artson and his son Jacob.

Children With Special Needs Warmly Welcomed at Florida Church
Date: Feburary 27, 2004
Every Sunday, Tony Lopiccolo stayed home with his 5-year-old autistic son Mitchell while the rest of his family attended church. Tony did not believe that a church would tolerate his son's developmental disability. That is, until his wife Kathleen found a church that opens its doors to all kinds of children.

I Just Want to be Included
Date: January 22, 2004
In this article from the Denver Post, religion writer Eric Gorski calls attention to the mixed record that religious institutions have in including and welcoming people with disabilities. While some congregations still struggle with barriers of architecture, communication and attitude, others have successfully integrated people with disabilities as full members of their religious communities.

Pope States That Quality of Society's Life Gauged by Care of People with Disabilities
Date: January 8, 2004
In a Vatican symposium this week on the rights of people with mental disabilities, Pope John Paul II stated that the quality of life of society is measured by the care given to its citizens with disabillities, and argues that a person with a disability "is a fully human individual, with the sacred and inalienable rights" entitled to all persons. 

Hearing the Word: The Coming World of Hearing Aid Compatible Assistive Listening in Congregations
Date: December 31, 2003
In this article written especially for nod.org, Hope College social psychologist David G. Myers calls for an alternative to the special receivers and headsets used by hard of hearing people today in many of America's congregations. Now available in most British and Scandinavian places of worship, this alternative involves having customized sound broadcast directly through a person's hearing aid.

Hajj in a Wheelchair
Date: December 16, 2003
In this gripping account from Azizah Magazine, Betty Hasan Amin, a Muslim woman and wheelchair-user from Atlanta, Georgia, recalls the trials and tribulations she faced- as well as the friends made and lessons learned- during hajj, her pilgrimage to the holy city of Makkah.

New Ramp at Historic Church Gets Unconventional Touch
Date: December 8, 2003
Old Bethel Unit 

